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OER Project: Context   
Course: Critical Perspectives of Assessment
● Pre-service teachers, typically in their pre-internship 

semester (Winter semester of their third year)
● Three-week block March: leave the university classroom 

and spend three weeks practice teaching in schools 
● Historically:

○ One assignment Rick Rant: research on a topic in 
assessment, produce a three minute video.

○ I have also conducted interviews with teachers 
based on a particular part of assessment (e.g. 
differentiation) and students watch two of these 
“topic-based videos” and reflect on their learning as 
part of an assessment autobiography

○ New assignment with this project - blend of these 
two



OER Project: Context   
● New assignment: Students work in groups to:

○ Brainstorm and develop some questions about 
assessment 

○ Engage in academic research about the topic
○ Devise a set of interview questions
○ Interview a teacher (20-30 minutes), asking them 

your questions about assessment (on video)
○ Produce a research summary - an overview of the 

topic and an explanation of the current research on 
the topic 

○ Produce an interview summary - biggest takeaways, 
alignment with/divergence from research, and new 
questions that emerged.  

● Learning outcomes (on syllabus)



OER Project: Why (Practical)  
● The goal of this project was to work with students to collaboratively 

produce an open-access website centered on K-12 assessment in 
Saskatchewan, populated, initially, with a series of videos of teachers 
talking about their approaches to assessment. Students conducted the 
interviews and an RA edited the videos and produced the site.

Why?
● intended to create an OER that can be used in future ECS401 classes.

○ ECS401 is a highly sessionalized course; a resource such as this 
one has the potential to lessen the burden on sessionalized 
instructors to locate and curate supplementary course material.

○ Typically aligns with pre-internship experience, but also offered in 
off-semesters; site will provide pre-interns with a wider range of 
exposure to in-service teacher perspectives in the classroom  



OER Project: Why? (Theoretical)  
Why?
● Assessment is one of the most important activities conducted in the 

classroom, inextricably linked to student learning and achievement 
(Deluca et al., 2018; Stiggins, 2008). 

● Yet research has demonstrated that pre-and in-service teachers alike 
struggle with assessment literacy (Popham, 2009; Stiggins, 1995),
specifically with adopting and integrating contemporary assessment 
principles into their pedagogical practices (Deluca et al., 2016; Volante & 
Fazio, 2007). 

● The reasons for this are varied, and include limited opportunities both to 
learn about assessment in pre- and in-service contexts and to 
systematically evaluate classroom-based assessment practices (Hill, 
2017; Mertler, 2004).

● Experiences with assessment modeling are fundamental in the 
development of pre-service teachers’ assessment literacy (Macken, 
MacPhail & Calderon, 2020; Mertler & Campbell, 2005). 



OER Project Why (Website vision)   



The Site   



Sample Questions and Responses



Challenges   
● Lots of set up that was outside of the outcomes of 

the course- arranging the interview time, going 
through the consent process, etc.

● Small (summer) class - would be more 
challenging with larger class

● Technical challenges with getting students to 
think about the site - need to interview using full-
screen mode, cannot audibly respond to 
interviewee, needed to have camera on (!), 
delays in recording 

● Professional/field element: difficulty recruiting 
teachers; when groups are not as “strong” risk 
relationships with the field 



Next Steps: Large OER Grant     

● Build other sections of the site
○ The website will provide clear examples of best

assessment practices, aligned with the curriculum 
and Ministry-produced assessment guide, in action.

○ Videos with teachers engaged in assessment 
practices in the classroom

○ Materials produced by teachers



Recommendations    

● OER can be useful for any course
● Great opportunity to engage students in their learning 

process, in a meaningful way - authentic assessment 
● Lots of supports offered to get the project completed
● Sit down and go through your learning outcomes, and 

identify areas where there might be a natural “fit”
● Beforehand, carefully consider the logistics re. Involving 

students. 
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