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Lawrence, Janzwood, & Homer-Dixon (2022)

“A Global polycrisis occurs when crises 

in multiple global systems become 

causally entangled 

in ways that significantly degrade 

humanity’s prospects.”

https://cascadeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/What-is-a-global-polycrisis-v2.pdf
https://cascadeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/What-is-a-global-polycrisis-v2.pdf
https://cascadeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/What-is-a-global-polycrisis-v2.pdf


HOPE 

is essential 

to any political struggle 

for radical change 

when the overall social climate 

promotes disillusionment and despair

bell hooks



Source: Eduvation

https://eduvation.ca/jobs/


Source: https://higheredstrategy.com/more-eating-the-future/ 
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Source: The Conversation

https://theconversation.com/demonizing-foreign-students-sidesteps-solutions-to-canadas-problems-245933






Chart by Jonathan Poritz (CC-BY-SA)
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Cost did not influence

Dropped or withdrew from a course

Took fewer courses

Did not register for specific courses

Took specific courses

Earned a poor grade

Made difficult sacrifices

Jointly purchased or shared

Did not purchase

Over the course of your studies at Brock, has the cost of course materials (e.g., 
textbooks or associated access codes) affected you in any of the following 

ways? 

In none of my courses In at least one course In some courses but not the majority In a majority of courses In all of my courses

https://inclusiveeducationlab.com/2024-student-course-materials-survey/ 
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First generation students are more likely 
to struggle with affordability















Jhangiani, R. S., Pakkal, O., & Xiao, X. (in press). 
The multi-year impact of  Canada’s first zero 
textbook initiative. Open Praxis.





Social Justice Principle Explanation Example

Redistributive justice Allocation of material or 
human resources 
towards those who by 
circumstance have less

Free educational 
resources to learners 
who cannot afford them

Recognitive justice Recognition and respect 
for cultural and gender 
difference

Socio-cultural diversity in 
the open curriculum

Representational justice Equitable representation 
and political voice

Co-construction of OER 
about learners of colour 
by learners of colour
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“Equity isn’t for all. Equity is for those 

farthest from justice, and if we are 

working towards true equity those 

farthest from justice can define for 

themselves what they need to be whole, 

healthy, and in just relations with others.”

- Erin Okuno







“Who holds ‘legal’ copyright to that knowledge or cultural expression under 
Canada’s current Copyright Act is often contrary to Indigenous notions of 
copyright ownership. Indigenous knowledge may be found in published works as 
a result of research or appropriation, and in these cases, the author of the 
published work holds the ‘legal’ copyright to that knowledge or cultural 
expression, while Indigenous peoples would see the owners as the people from 
where the knowledge originated. As in Western notions of copyright, Indigenous 
peoples regard unauthorized use of their cultural expressions as theft.”



https://localcontexts.org/labels/traditional-knowledge-labels/
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What is Open Pedagogy? 

Use/reuse/creation of OER and collaborative, pedagogical practices 
employing social and participatory technologies for interaction, peer-
learning, knowledge creation and sharing, and empowerment of 
learners.

Cronin, C. (2017). Openness and Praxis: Exploring the Use of Open Educational Practices in Higher Education. The 
International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 18(5). https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v18i5.3096. 

https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v18i5.3096


What is Open Pedagogy? 

An access-oriented commitment to learner-driven education AND a 
process of designing architectures and using tools for learning that 
enable students to shape the public knowledge commons of which 
they are a part.

"Open Pedagogy" by Robin DeRosa and Rajiv Jhangiani is licensed under CC BY 4.0

http://openpedagogy.org/open-pedagogy/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


What is Open Pedagogy? 

Teaching and learning practices and environments that 
promote equity, collaboration, and innovation and 
invite students to create and share knowledge with future publics, often 
in association with the use of open educational resources

Tijerina, T. (2024). Pedagogy Opened: Innovative Theory and Practice. https://alg.manifoldapp.org/projects/pedagogy-
opened 

https://alg.manifoldapp.org/projects/pedagogy-opened
https://alg.manifoldapp.org/projects/pedagogy-opened
https://alg.manifoldapp.org/projects/pedagogy-opened


The values of open pedagogy © 2018 by Caroline Sinkinson is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

https://er.educause.edu/blogs/2018/11/the-values-of-open-pedagogy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1


…it turns them into ‘containers’ to be ‘filled’ by the teacher. The more completely she 

fills the receptacles, the better a teacher she is. The more meekly the receptacles 

permit themselves to be filled, the better students they are.

Education thus becomes the act of depositing, in which the students are the 

depositories and the teacher is the depositor.

In the banking concept of education, knowledge is a gift bestowed by those who 

consider themselves knowledgeable upon those whom they consider to know 

nothing.

Paulo Freire, 1970, Pedagogy of the Oppressed
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"Recycling Water Bottles" by Mr.TinDC is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

https://flic.kr/p/8E3pv3
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https://youtu.be/PdeX41WlNyg?si=Vru-
PvCEwTXbH2v0 

https://youtu.be/PdeX41WlNyg?si=Vru-PvCEwTXbH2v0
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oen-openpedportal.pubpub.org



Critical pedagogy asserts that students can engage their 
own learning from a position of agency . . .

[It] takes seriously the educational imperative to encourage 

students to act on the knowledge, values, and social 

relations they acquire by being responsive to the deepest 
and most important problems of our times.

Henry Giroux, On Critical Pedagogy
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kpu.ca/open/un-sdg-fellowship



Contexts for which it may 
be neutral or negative

Contexts for which it may 
be ameliorative

Contexts for which it may 
be transformative

Negative if without student 
agency, if reproduces 
hegemonic knowledge, if 
students not appropriately 
informed on how to engage 
in open practice and its 
risks

Ameliorative by addressing 
economic injustice and 
making scholarship 
generally accessible to 
populations who would not 
be able to afford them 
otherwise

Transformative when 
marginalized groups design 
the content and processes, 
if epistemology and/or 
structural academic 
gatekeeping is challenged

https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.56
5/ 

https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.565/
https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.565/






Screenshot: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dGa1MMlp9TFQm0-Yasg4j_V9127zBvILWEjO9R7yOq0/edit#heading=h.ccuk9su4vi36



https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/textbookgame/



https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/textbookgame/



https://press.rebus.community/openatthemargins



Design Justice
A framework for analysis of how 
design distributes benefits and 
burdens between various groups of 
people. 

Design justice focuses explicitly on 
the ways that design reproduces 
and/or challenges the matrix of 
domination.



"Westbahnhof, hostile benches 02" by Herzi Pinki is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

"Pram Ramp" by Michael3 is in the Public Domain, CC0
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Principles of Design Justice

• Design to sustain, heal, and empower our communities, 
as well as to seek liberation from exploitative and 
oppressive systems

• Center the voices of those who are directly impacted 
by the outcomes of the design process

• Prioritize design’s impact on the community over the 
intentions of the designer

https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles 

https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles
https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles
https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles
https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles
https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles


Principles of Trauma-Informed Practices

• Physical, Emotional, and Academic Safety

• Trustworthiness and Transparency

• Awareness of Social Inequalities

https://traumainformedteaching.blog/ 

https://traumainformedteaching.blog/


Pakkal, Twele, Gwozdz, & Jhangiani (under review)
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“Evidence of educational leadership is required for 

tenure/ promot ion in the Educat ional Leadership st ream… 

It can include, but  is not  lim ited to…Cont ribut ions to the 

pract ice and theory of teaching and learning literature, 

including publicat ions in peer-reviewed and professional 

journals, conference publicat ions, book chapters, 

textbooks and open education repositories /  resources.”

—Guide to Reappointment , Promot ion and Tenure Procedures

“Evidence used to demonstrate the quality and effectiveness of teaching  in support 
of an application for tenure or promotion may include, but is not limited to, the following 
items, with selection and weighting of the items as appropriate to the candidate’s 
teaching activities:

iv. innovative methods in teaching and other contributions to the teaching activities of 
the University, which may include the development of open educational resources;

- Collective Agreement between Brock University and the Brock University Faculty 
Association

“Evidence of educational leadership is required for 

tenure/ promot ion in the Educat ional Leadership st ream… 

It can include, but  is not  lim ited to…Cont ribut ions to the 

pract ice and theory of teaching and learning literature, 

including publicat ions in peer-reviewed and professional 

journals, conference publicat ions, book chapters, 

textbooks and open education repositories /  resources.”

—Guide to Reappointment , Promot ion and Tenure Procedures









Develop and adopt an ethical framework for educational 
technologies that ensures the procurement of digital tools do not 
perpetuate and reinforce systemic inequalities and racial biases
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Another world

is not only possible,

she is on her way.

On a quiet day,

I can hear her breathing.

Arundhati Roy

"Arundhati Roy" by jeanbaptisteparis is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Arundhati_Roy_3.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/people/49503077999@N01
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0


rjhangiani@brocku.ca

rajivjhangiani.com
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